Products of Education Council Work Session, April 22, 2005

Vision Statement: The State of Nebraska will support a statewide technological infrastructure that ensures essential and equitable learning opportunities for all students. “Anytime, any place, any path, any pace”.
Desired Outcomes from the Distance Education Enhancement Task Force deliberations

· Establish schools as community learning centers

· Provide for “just in time” learning

· Provide equitable learning opportunities for every student

· Involve parents through online communication tools

· Ensure current, interoperable data, software, and hardware systems

· Engage the community

· Student-centered learning

· Training and support for improvement of instruction

· Collaborative partnerships

· Provide for efficient, affordable systems

· Expand resources to support learning

· Promote community workforce development; economic sustainability

· Overcome social, geographic, and cultural barriers

· Provide a positive impact on the quality of life

· Contribute to community sustainability through a strong education system

· Facilitate the sharing of resources

· Increase the graduation rate of students

· Enable affordable entry to higher education

· Inspire confidence in academic endeavors

· Retain students as employable citizens

· Aggregate licensing and purchases to make them more affordable

· Establish an eKnowledge repository

· Enable marketing/sharing/exchange of educational opportunities

· Remove technological impediments to the exchange of learning opportunities

· Bolster standards-based achievement

· Improve teacher quality and retention of professionals
Technology Applications and systems under consideration of additional data collection

Education Council Work Session, 4-22-05

Basic Internet Usage (cite examples, frequency, impediments)  

· Students

· Teachers (e.g. Teacher Retirement)

· Administrators (e.g. school websites)

· Parents

· School board members

Student Records System (SRS)

NDE Grant Management System (GMS)

Number of E-mail accounts and usage

Course Management System (e.g. Angel, Blackboard)

Data Management Systems (e.g. PowerSchool)

Data Analysis System (e.g. SchoolNet)

Online Assessments

Professional Development (e.g. Atomic Learning)

Parent Involvement (School-Home Communication)

Teacher Certification (NDE Online relicensing)

eCommerce (e.g. deposits into school lunch accounts)

Administrative applications

Library Access (NLC online databases)

Digital Content/Digital Assets (e.g. Marco Polo) vs. Instructional Materials

Instructional Deliver (e.g. synchronous video)

Emerging Technology Applications (e.g. Internet2, VOIP, directory services, Wi-Fi, Wireless)

Real time communication

Every Teacher a Webpage (e.g. Manila)

Reference Resources

School safety (e.g. surveillance, child safety)

Home Connectivity

Higher Education Student Support Services

· Admissions

· Financial Aid

· Registration

· Student Records

Medical Services & Telehealth

Technical Training

Business Community/Workforce Development

Citizen Training

If bandwidth were not an issue, what would you do?

References: PEW Internet Life Study, National NET Day Survey, Higher Ed institutional researchers, Nebraska Snapshot Data (Neal Topp)

Follow-up to NITC Education Council work session, April 25, 2005

We want the Task Force to hear that:

· Current bandwidth for many educational institutions will be inadequate for the future

· Minimum adequate bandwidth for EVERY school and learning environment is crucial 

· Synchronous video distance learning is not the entire story

· Most underutilization of the synchronous video system is due to a lack of system and incentivization

· Schools are worthy of the infrastructure investment; good, prudent, investment into building future capacity

· Value of broadband should be compared from $40/household/month vs. $1541/school/month for many more learners at a much higher bandwidth

· Parents and school board members have opinions on this subject although are not reflected in the membership of the Task Force

· There are uses of technology of which teachers and students are aware and would use, if adequate bandwidth were available 24/7

· Students want and need more open, flexible enrollment between institutions (higher ed experience is that students will choose classes based upon Blackboard-ready

· Higher Education is integral to future educational offerings, partnerships, and process

· Higher Education would like to partner for seamless education transfer but also lacks adequate bandwidth in some areas

· Some community and state colleges suffer from inadequate technical support

· Higher education institutions cannot reach all of their service areas with programming

· The likelihood of school districts and higher ed institutions accomplishing this on their own is very unlikely, at least in a comprehensive approach

· Community/library/school evening access could be greatly improved with this technology

· Such technology capacity among schools in Nebraska could become an attractor and economic development engine

It is better to refer to this initiative as ENBF (Every Nebraskan Brought Forward) rather than NSLB  (No School Left Behind).

